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Why is History important at Brookside 
Primary School?  
 
The teaching of history at Brookside uses an enquiry based approach, 

encouraging children to ask questions about the world they now live in 

and fuelling their curiosity about which events and people from the past 

have shaped it.  

The beginning of each topic allows children to reflect on their prior 

knowledge and inspires them to then formulate their own questions 

around the theme. 

Children use a variety of resources and work collaboratively through 

discussion, using artefacts, speakers, links with the local community and 

visits to build understanding and further their knowledge of the past.  

Their learning feeds into an individual end of topic presentation on a 

question of their choice. They share these creative presentations with 

their classmates, demonstrating their understanding and knowledge, and 

gaining a growing confidence in expressing themselves. 

Children have the opportunity to gain a secure understanding of the 

complexities of people’s lives in the past, the process of change, the 

diversity of societies and cultures and the relationship between different 

groups. By the time they leave Brookside children have a bank of 

historical knowledge, a passion for finding out, have developed a set of 

skills to do so, and are able to express themselves in an engaging and 

interesting way about the past. 

 

 

 

 



 

What are the key knowledge concepts in History 

at Brookside Primary School? 

Through their learning children will explore the concepts of 

● continuity and change 
● cause and effect 
● similarity and difference 
● significance 

and use these concepts to  

Make connections 

● sequence events across a period of time 
● developing an understanding of the term chronology and 

placing events in chronological order 

Draw contrasts 

● make comparison between time period/events identifying both 
similarities and difference 

● discuss the lives of people and how they were impacted by 
events and developments  

Analyse trends 

● make links and recognise patterns over a period of time 
● identify reasons for events, change and continuity  

Frame historically valid questions 

● using a range of sources to find out information and ask 
questions about an event 

Create their own structured accounts, written narratives and 
analyses 

●  report and share findings 
● use historical language and terms to discuss past events 

 

 

 



 

How does Brookside Primary School 
ensure progression in our key knowledge 
and concepts in History?  

 
All topics start with a link to chronology, bringing in 
previous understanding to give context to learning 

‘Golden Thread’ questions at the beginning of each lesson 
reinforce previous knowledge and repetition of facts 

Knowledge Organisers showing exact facts and precise 
knowledge for each topic are prepared with the children 
ahead of each time, to give children prior thinking time and  
develop ownership of their learning 

Vocabulary builds on previous years 

A range of sources and different activities are used to 
teach a topic 

There are planned points where comparisons can be 
made    

Planned opportunities for each child to demonstrate their 
understanding in a variety of ways, making links to, and 
building on, knowledge from previous topics 

End of topic presentations encourage review and 
rehearsal of ideas 

Visits take place and visitors come to school where 
appropriate to bring learning to life and allow children to 
analyse, make connections and draw conclusions



 

What is the Key vocabulary in History at Brookside? 

These words lists form the general history vocabulary to be used within each year group and built upon year on year. 

Topic specific vocabulary will be listed on individual Knowledge Organisers. 

In EYFS the words listed in black are used regularly across all areas of the curriculum throughout the school day. The 

words listed in green are more particularly introduced and used through history. 

EYFS           today yesterday tomorrow 

day week month 

parent grandparent change 

same different great grandparent 

the present the past the future 

long ago  old new 

KS1              year similar artefact 

decade compare source 

century opinion research 

ancient fact significant 

modern era/period impact 

living memory date order legacy 

the older generation time line chronological order 

                                                   



 

LKS2         

BCE (Before the Common Era) first/ second hand source culture 

BC (Before Christ) significance religion 

CE (The Common Era) evidence republic 

AD (Anno Domini) oral history myths/ legends 

 museum civilisation 

millenium cause monarchy 

anachronism effect local 

archaeology/ archaeologist consequence historian 

excavate continuity  

 

UKS2 

nation weigh up (both sides) reliable source diversity 

extent of change primary evidence represent traditional view 

extent of continuity secondary evidence stereotype propaganda 

turning point eye witness attitudes biased 



 

What is the topic related vocabulary?  

 Year A Year B Year A 

 

Year B 

Snowy 

Year 1/2 

How have toys 

changed over time? 

century 

Victorian 

Electronic 

wooden 

 

How has 

transport 

changed over 

time? 

travel 

transport 

steam 

engine 

petrol 

engine 

electric car 

What is a 

Monarch? 

 

monarch 

royal 

government 

reign 

national 

international 

London 

How have explorers 

changed the world? 

explorer 

exploration 

polar 

lunar 

voyage 

commemorate 

recent 

Tawny 

Year 2/3 

What is 
Remembrance 
Day? 

army 

duty 

enemy 

No Man’s 

Land 

Remembrance 

soldier 

trench 

truce 

war 

How hard was it 

to invade and 

settle in 

Britain? 

Angle 

Briton 

culture 

Jute 

raid 

Saxon 

settlement 

territory 

tradition 

Would you prefer 

to live in the 

Stone Age, Bronze 

Age or Iron Age? 

cave painting 

hammerstone 

hand-axe 

jewellery 

mammoth 

spear 

symbol 

tools 

tribe 

Why were Florence 
Nightingale and Edith 
Cavell so significant? 

 

equality 

hospital 

lantern 

medicine 

nurse 

Scutari 

soldier 

war 

Barn 

Year 3/4 

What did the 

Greeks ever do for 

us? 

Athens 

assembly 

city states 

democracy 

hoplite 

How different 

were the 

beliefs in 

Ancient Egypt? 

 

Did the 

punishment fit the 

crime? 

Bobbies/   

peelers 

deterrent 

execution 

highwaymen 

humiliation 

What was life like 

under different 

Monarchs? 

Commonwealth 

invade 

Magna Carta 

monarch 

rebels 

reign 



 

Mount 

Olympus 

Olympics 

judge 

jury 

treason 

victim 

trial 

revolt 

power 

Eagle 

Year 4/5 

Were the Vikings 

raiders or peace-

loving settlers? 

conquer 

kingdom 

Scandanavia 

ritual 

monastery 

missionaries 

fertile 

treaty 

massacre 
 

Why did the 

Romans settle 

in Britain? 

 

empire 

invasion 

slave 

republic 

gladiator 

centurion 

conquer 

galley 

Why was Thomas 

Legh so significant 

to our local area? 

 

 

explorer 

region 

estate 

gentry 

What was Samuel 

Oldknow’s impact on 

our local area? 

 

aqueduct 

canal 

mill 

cotton 

lime kilns 

tramway 

lock 

quarry 

Bay  

Year 5/6 

What was the 

Battle of Britain? 

allies 

ARP 

axis 

evacuation 

Holocaust 

Home Front 

Jewish 

community 

rations 

How did the 
Black Death 
affect society? 

How did such a 
powerful kingdom 
of Benin come to 
an end? 

Animists 

brass 

Edo 

Igodomigodo 

Oba 

Ohen 

Yoruba 

Why did the Maya 

civilisation decline 

so quickly? 

civilisation 

hierarchy 

hieroglyphs 

Mesoamerica 

sacrifice 

 

 



 

How do we know our children have 
made progress?  
 
End points EYFS  
 
Children can: 

● Talk about things in the past using past tense language 
and phrases 

● Sequence several events chronologically 

● Talk about things that happened in the past in their own 
lives and those of other family members 

● Recognise things that are the same and different between 
the past and now 

● Say how they know that something is from the past 

 
End points KS1 
 
Children can: 

● use common words and phrases to describe a passing of 
time 

● place a series of events in chronological order 

● explain the differences and similarities of life in different 
time periods 

● describe a historical event beyond living memory 

● describe a significant individual and explain their 
achievements (national and international) 

● talk about a theme of history local to their area 

● explain why events in the past happened using ‘because’ 

● use subject specific vocabulary 

● explain where they can find information from the past   

● collect information from different sources 

● present their findings  



 

 
 

End points KS2 
 
Children can: 

● place events in chronological order including British and 
world events 

● describe some of  the changes from the Stone age to the 
Iron age 

● explain how the Roman empire changed Britain 

● describe the settlements in Britain by the Anglo-Saxons 
and Scots 

● describe the achievements of the earliest civilizations  

● explain the Viking invasions and the struggle for power 
between the Anglo-Saxons and Vikings 

● talk about a the impact of a historical event in the local 
area 

● explain how ancient Greeks lived and how they changed 
the western world 

● describe a theme of British history since 1066 

● describe a non-European society and what life was like in 
that society 

● make connections and identify contrasts between different 
time periods 

● compare the similarities and differences between two (or 
more) time periods 

● identify historical trends and patterns 

● form questions to extend their understanding of a historical 
event 

● describe the consequences of a change in history 

● give more than one reason to explain why an event 
happened 



 

● talk about and recognise the different feeling and 
viewpoints of the people during events in the past  

● use subject specific language 

● use a range of sources to gather information  

● make choices over which sources to use 

● explain why some sources have been deemed to be more 
or less reliable than others 

● present their findings accurately



 

In each class children will: 

 

 Hoot (EYFS) Snowy  1/2 Tawny 2/3  Barn 3/4  Eagle 4/5 Bay 5/6 

Develop their 
understanding of 
chronology  

Talk about past 
and present 
events in own 
and family 
members’ lives 
 
Explain why 
lives in the 
past were 
different 

Sequence events 
or objects in 
chronological  
order from 
different periods 
of their life.  
 
Describe 
memories of key 
events in lives. 

Sequence 
artefacts, events, 
photos closer 
together in time.   
 
Place the time 
studied on a time 
line.   

Sequence events 
or artefacts.  
Use dates related 
to the passing of 
time.  
 
Use terms related 
to the period to 
begin to date 
events. 

Place events 
from period 
studied on a 
time line.  
 
Understand 
more complex 
terms e.g. 
BCE/AD.  
  

Place current 
study on time 
line in relation 
to other studies. 
Know and 
sequence key 
events of time 
studied.  
Use relevant 
terms and time 
period labels, 
comparing  
between 
different times in 
history.  

Understand 
historical 
concepts  

Show an 
interest in the 
past. 
Begin to ask 
questions 
about 
artefacts. 
Begin to 
suggest how 

Begin to describe 
similarities and 
differences in 
artefacts and 
understand how 
they have 
changed. 
Use drama to 
understand why 

Confidently 
describe 
similarities and 
differences in 
artefacts.  
Use drama to 
develop empathy 
and 
understanding by 
finding out about 

Study change 
through the lives 
of significant 
individuals.  
Use evidence to 
reconstruct life 
in time studied.  
Identify key 
features and 
events.  

Study different 
aspects of  
life of different 
people – 
differences 
between men 
and women. 
Examine causes 
and results of 
great events and 

Find about 
beliefs, behaviour 
and  
characteristics of 
people, 
recognising that 
not everyone 
shares the same 
views and 
feelings. 



 

artefacts can 
be used. 
Begin to 
compare 
modern and 
old objects. 
 

people did things 
in the past.  
Find out about 
significant 
people and 
events in other 
times.    
Use a range of 
sources to find 
out 
characteristic 
features of the 
past.   

everyday lives of 
people in time 
studied.  
Compare with our 
life today.  
Identify reasons 
for and results of 
people’s actions.  
Understand why 
people have 
carried out 
certain actions.  

Look for links 
and effects in 
time studied. 
Offer a 
reasonable 
explanation for 
some events.  
Study an ancient  
civilization in 
detail (Greece, 
Egypt) 

the impact on 
people.  
Compare life in 
early and late 
times studied. 
Compare an 
aspect of life with 
the same aspect 
in another 
period.  

Compare beliefs 
and behaviour 
with another 
period studied.  
Compare and 
contrast ancient  
civilisations with 
life in Britain. 



 

Apply their 
knowledge of 
concepts to…. 

Find answers 
to simple 
questions from 
text/  picture/ 
photo/ story/ 
person talking 
about the past. 

Begin to 
compare 
different 
sources using 
‘then’ and 
‘now.’ 

Begin to identify 
different ways to 
represent the 
past (e.g. photos, 
stories, adults 
talking about the 
past)  

Compare 
pictures or 
photographs of 
people or events 
in the past  
 
Ask and answer 
questions related 
to different 
sources and 
objects  
Sort artefacts 
“then” and  
“now” using as 
wide a range of 
sources as 
possible.  

Use a source – 
why, what, who, 
how, where to 
ask questions 
and find 
answers. 

Give reasons for 
different 
representations 
of the past.  
Distinguish 
between 
different sources.  
Look at 
representations 
of the period – 
museum, 
cartoons. 
 
Sequence a 
collection of 
artefacts. Use of 
time lines.    

Use a range of 

sources to find 

out about a 

period. Observe 

small details – 

artefacts, 

pictures select 

and record 

information 

relevant to study.  

Look at the 
evidence 
available  

Understand how 
historians 
evaluate their 
usefulness.  
Use of text 
books and 
historical 
knowledge. 
 
Use evidence to 

build up a 

picture of a past 

event. Choose 

relevant material 

to present a 

picture of one 

aspect of life in 
time past.  

Begin to use the 
library, e-
learning for 
research ask and 
answer 
questions  

Compare 
accounts of 
events from 
different sources 
- fact / fiction. 
Offer some 
reasons for 
different 
versions of 
events. 
 
Ask a variety of 
questions, use 
the library, e-
learning for 
research.  
Begin to identify 

primary and 

secondary 

sources.  

Use evidence to 

build up a picture 

of life in time 

studied.  

Select relevant 
sections of 
information.  

Consider ways 

of  

checking the 
accuracy  
of 
interpretations – 
fact or fiction and 
opinion  
Be aware that 
different 
evidence will 
lead to different 
interpretation. 
 
Use a range of 
primary and 
secondary 
sources to find 
out about an 
aspect of time 
past. 
Suggest 
omissions and 
the means of 
finding out. 
Bring knowledge 
gathering from 
several sources 
together in a 
fluent account. 



 

Communicate 
their 
understanding 

Draw 

pictures/ 

label/ role 

play/  ‘then’ 

and ‘now’. 

Class 

floorbook. 

Magnificent 

Me and 

Fantastic 

Family 

presentation

s. 

Time lines (3D 

with objects/ 

pictures) 

drawing 

drama/role 

play writing 

(labelling, 

sentences, 

simple recount)  

Class floorbook. 
End of topic 
presentations. 

Communicate 

knowledge and 

understanding in 

a variety of ways 

– 

Time lines, 
discussions, 
pictures,  
writing, 
annotated 
photographs, 
drama 
End of topic 
presentations 

 
Continue to 
show knowledge 
of the topic in a 
variety of ways - 
working 
independently 
and in groups. 
Practical 
activities and 
written pieces. 
  
 
 End of topic 
presentations 

Record and 

show 

knowledge of 

the topic and 

how it relates to 

other times 

studied in 

different ways. 

(Drama, written 

recount, photo 

comparison etc.) 

End of topic 
presentations 

Consider most 

appropriate way 

to communicate 

knowledge and 

understanding 

including 

extended 

writing.  

 

 

End of topic 

presentations 



 

 

 

Autumn Summer 

Time Travel Blast From The Past 

Year A Year B Year A Year B 

Snowy 
Year 1/2 

How Have Toys Changed 
Over Time? 

How Has Transport 
Changed Over Time? 

How have explorers 
change the world? 

What is a Monarch? 

Tawny 
Year 2/3 

What is Remembrance 
Day? 

How hard was it to invade 

and settle in Britain? 
(Anglo Saxons) 

Would you prefer to live in 

the Stone Age, Bronze Age 

or Iron Age? 

 

Why were Florence 
Nightingale and Edith 
Cavell so significant? 

Barn 
Year 3/4 

What did the Greeks ever 

do for us? 

 

How different were the 

beliefs in Ancient Egypt? 

Did the punishment fit the 
crime? 

What was life like under 

different Monarchs? 

Eagle 
Year 4/5 

Were the Vikings raiders or 

peace-loving settlers? 

 

Why did the Romans settle 

in Britain? 

 

Why was Thomas Legh so 
significant to our local 

area? 
 

What was Samuel Oldknow’s 

impact on our local area? 

Bay 
Year 5/6 

What was the Battle of 
Britain? 

How did the Black Death 
affect society? 

How did such a powerful 
kingdom of Benin come to 

an end? 

Why did the Maya 

civilisation decline so 

quickly? 

 

 

 



 

 


