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Why is Reading important at Brookside 
Primary School?  
 
Brookside Reading Vision 

During their time at Brookside, every pupil will have the 

opportunity to share and engage with a wide range of texts: 

fiction, non-fiction and poetry.   

All pupils will be encouraged to read widely developing their 

knowledge of themselves and the wider world which they live in.  

Reading widely and often increases pupil’s vocabulary as they 

will encounter words which they rarely hear or use in everyday 

speech.  

The comprehension skills are built from linguistic knowledge and 

knowledge of the world. Comprehension skills at Brookside are 

developed through their experience of high quality discussion 

with the teacher.  

Brookside promotes a love for reading for all pupils and fosters 

a love for reading in a variety of ways. It is a valued part of the 

curriculum as we believe it provides the building blocks for a 

confident and independent reader.  

Reading allows children to access the world and thrive. By the 

time pupils leave Brookside they will have the ‘wings’ to be 

inspired and enabled to reach their full potential. . ‘Reading gives 

you wings’ is the aim so that every child is given the ‘wings’ so 

that when they leave they can continue to be inspired and 

enabling them to achieve their full potential.  

Reading enables pupils both to acquire knowledge and to build 

on what they already know. All the skills of language are 



essential to participating fully as a member of society; pupils, 

therefore, who do not learn to speak, read and write fluently and 

confidently are effectively disenfranchised.  

Good comprehension draws from linguistic knowledge (in 

particular of vocabulary and grammar) and on knowledge of the 

world. Comprehension skills develop through pupils’ experience 

of high-quality discussion with the teacher, as well as from 

reading and discussing a range of stories, poems and non-

fiction. All pupils must be encouraged to read widely across both 

fiction and non-fiction to develop their knowledge of themselves 

and the world in which they live, to establish an appreciation and 

love of reading, and to gain knowledge across the curriculum. 

Reading widely and often increases pupils’ vocabulary because 

they encounter words they would rarely hear or use in everyday 

speech. Reading also feeds pupils’ imagination and opens up a 

treasure-house of wonder and joy for curious young minds.  

Reading underpins our whole curriculum and quality texts are 

used throughout.  

Reading is prioritised in our timetables, PM benchmarking is 

used to assess children’s reading ages, rising stars, guided 

reading and a whole class read. 

 

 

 

 

 



What are the key knowledge concepts in 

Reading at Brookside Primary School? 

 Reading  

 Read widely 

 Read easily and fluently  

 Read with understanding  

 Read for pleasure and for information  

 Acquire a wide vocabulary 

 Decoding  

 Phonics knowledge  

 Comprehension  

 Inference  
 

What are the key Reading subject 

skills? 

The understanding that the letter(s) on the page represent the 
sounds in spoken words should underpin pupils’ reading and 
spelling of all words.  

 Children can sound and blend unfamiliar printed words quickly 
and accurately using the phonic knowledge and skills that they 
have already learnt.  

 Blending the sounds into words for reading  

 Children hear, share and discuss a wide range of high quality 
books to develop a love of reading and broaden their 
vocabulary.  

 Practice at reading such words by sounding and blending can 
provide opportunities not only for pupils to develop confidence 
in their decoding skills  

 Vocabulary being developed when they listen to books read 
aloud and when they discuss what they have heard.  

 Role-play can help pupils to identify with and explore 
characters and to try out the language they have listened to.  



 Children should be shown syllable boundaries and how to read 
each syllable separately before they combine them to read the 
word  

 Children should be taught how to read suffixes by building on 
the root words that they have already learnt.  

 Children who are still at the early stages of learning to read 
should have ample practice in reading books that are closely 
matched to their developing phonic knowledge and knowledge 
of common exception words. 

 

How does Brookside Primary School 
ensure progression in our key knowledge 
and concepts in Reading?  
 

 Quality texts throughout the curriculum 

 Increasing complexity of vocabulary, written and oral. 

 English cycle followed throughout the school based on 

quality texts.  

 Quality texts used in Science and Topic to ensure cross 

curricular links.  

 Phonics taught daily from EYFS to Year 1/2 and Year 2/3 

where needed 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



How do we know our children have 
made progress?  
 
End points FS  

 Children read and understand simple sentences.  

 They use phonic knowledge to decode regular words and 
read them aloud accurately. They also read some 
common irregular words.   

 They demonstrate understanding when talking with others 
about what they have read. 

 
End point Key Stage 1  
Year 1 
Word Reading   
Children can  

 Apply phonic knowledge and skills as the route to decode 
words  

  Respond speedily with the correct sound to graphemes 
(letters or groups of letters) for all 40+ phonemes, 
including, where applicable, alternative sounds for 
graphemes  

 Read accurately by blending sounds in unfamiliar words 
containing GPCs that have been taught  

 Read common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and where 
these occur in the word 

 Read words containing taught GPCs and –s, –es, –ing, –
ed, –er and –est endings   

 Read other words of more than one syllable that contain 
taught GPCs  

 Read words with contractions [for example, I’m, I’ll, we’ll], 
and understand that the apostrophe represents the 
omitted letter(s)  

 Read aloud accurately books that are consistent with their 
developing phonic knowledge and that do not require 
them to use other strategies to work out words  



 Re-read these books to build up their fluency and 
confidence in word reading.  

 
Year 1 
Reading Comprehension                   
Children can   

 Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, 
vocabulary and understanding by: listening to and 
discussing a wide range of poems, stories and non-
fiction at a level beyond that at which they can read 
independently   

 Be encouraged to link what they read or hear read to 
their own experiences  

 Become very familiar with key stories, fairy stories and 
traditional tales, retelling them and considering their 
particular characteristics  

 Recognise and joining in with predictable phrases 

 Learn to appreciate rhymes and poems, and to recite 
some by heart  

 Discuss word meanings, linking new meanings to those 
already known  

 Understand both the books they can already read 
accurately and fluently and those they listen to by: 
drawing on what they already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher  

 Checking that the text makes sense to them as they 
read and correcting inaccurate reading  

 Discuss the significance of the title and events  

 Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and 
done  

 Predict what might happen on the basis of what has 
been read so far  

 Participate in discussion about what is read to them, 
taking turns and listening to what others say  

 Explain clearly their understanding of what is read to 
them.  

 



Year 2 
Word Reading   
Children can:  

 Continue to apply phonic knowledge and skills as the 
route to decode words until automatic decoding has 
become embedded and reading is fluent  

 Read accurately by blending the sounds in words that 
contain the graphemes taught so far, especially 
recognising alternative sounds for graphemes 

 Read accurately words of two or more syllables that 
contain the same graphemes as above 

 Read words containing common suffixes   

 Read further common exception words, noting unusual 
correspondences between spelling and sound and 
where these occur in the word  

 Read most words quickly and accurately, without overt 
sounding and blending, when they have been frequently 
encountered  

 Read aloud books closely matched to their improving 
phonic knowledge, sounding out unfamiliar words 
accurately, automatically and without undue hesitation  

 Re-read these books to build up their fluency and 
confidence in word reading  

 
Year 2 
Reading Comprehension                   
Children can:  

 Develop pleasure in reading, motivation to read, 
vocabulary and understanding by: Listening to, discussing 
and expressing views about a wide range of contemporary 
and classic poetry, stories and non-fiction at a level 
beyond that at which they can read independently 

 Discussing the sequence of events in books and how 
items of information are related  

 Becoming increasingly familiar with and retelling a wider 
range of stories, fairy stories and traditional tales  



 Being introduced to non-fiction books that are structured in 
different ways  

 Recognising simple recurring literary language in stories 
and poetry   

 Discuss and clarifying the meanings of words, linking new 
meanings to known vocabulary  

 Discuss their favourite words and phrases  

 Continue to build up a repertoire of poems learnt by heart, 
appreciating these and reciting some, with appropriate 
intonation to make the meaning clear  

 Understand both the books that they can already read 
accurately and fluently and those that they listen to by: 
drawing on what they already know or on background 
information and vocabulary provided by the teacher   

 Check that the text makes sense to them as they read and 
correcting inaccurate reading  

 Make inferences on the basis of what is being said and 
done  

 Answer and asking questions 

 Predict what might happen on the basis of what has been 
read so far 

 Participate in discussion about books, poems and other 
works that are read to them and those that they can read 
for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others 
say 

 Explain and discuss their understanding of books, poems 
and other material, both those that they listen to and those 
that they read for themselves. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



End points Year 3 and 4 
Word Reading  
Children can: 

 Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of 
what they read by: listening to and discussing a wide 
range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference 
books or textbooks 

 Read books that are structured in different ways and 
reading for a range of purposes  

 Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they 
have read  

 Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, 
including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling 
some of these orally  

 Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books  
  
Reading Comprehension  
Children can: 

 Develop positive attitudes to reading and understanding of 
what they read by:  listening to and discussing a wide 
range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference 
books or textbooks  

 Read books that are structured in different ways and 
reading for a range of purposes 

 Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words that they 
have read 

 Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, 
including fairy stories, myths and legends, and retelling 
some of these orally  

 Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books 

 Prepare poems and play scripts to read aloud and to 
perform, showing understanding through intonation, tone, 
volume and action  

 Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s 
interest and imagination  

 Recognise some different forms of poetry [for example, 
free verse, narrative poetry]  



 Understand what they read, in books they can read 
independently, by: checking that the text makes sense to 
them, discussing their understanding and explaining the 
meaning of words in context 

 Ask questions to improve their understanding of a text   

 Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence 

 Predict what might happen from details stated and implied 

 Identify main ideas drawn from more than one paragraph 
and summarising these 

 Identify how language, structure, and presentation 
contribute to meaning  

 Retrieve and record information from non-fiction   

 Participate in discussion about both books that are read to 
them and those they can read for themselves, taking turns 
and listening to what others say. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



End points Year 5 and 6  
Word Reading   
Children can: 

 Apply their growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and 
suffixes (morphology and etymology), as listed in English 
Appendix 1, both to read aloud and to understand the 
meaning of new words that they meet.  

 
Reading Comprehension 
Children can: 

 Maintain positive attitudes to reading and understanding of 
what they read by:  continuing to read and discuss an 
increasingly wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction 
and reference books or textbooks   

 Read books that are structured in different ways and 
reading for a range of purpose  

 Increase their familiarity with a wide range of books, 
including myths, legends and traditional stories, modern 
fiction, fiction from our literary heritage, and books from 
other cultures and traditions English – key stages 1 and 2 
34 Statutory requirements  

 Recommend books that they have read to their peers, 
giving reasons for their choices 

 Identify and discuss themes and conventions in and 
across a wide range of writing 

 Make comparisons within and across books 

 Learn a wider range of poetry by heart  

 Prepare poems and plays to read aloud and to perform, 
showing understanding through intonation, tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear to an audience  

 Understand what they read by: checking that the book 
makes sense to them, discussing their understanding and 
exploring the meaning of words in context  

 Ask questions to improve their understanding  

 Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, 
thoughts and motives from their actions, and justifying 
inferences with evidence 



 Predict what might happen from details stated and implied   

 Summarise the main ideas drawn from more than one 
paragraph, identifying key details that support the main 
ideas 

 Identify how language, structure and presentation 
contribute to meaning 

 Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, 
including figurative language, considering the impact on 
the reader  

 Distinguish between statements of fact and opinion   

 Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction 

 Participate in discussions about books that are read to 
them and those they can read for themselves, building on 
their own and others’ ideas and challenging views 
courteously  

 Explain and discuss their understanding of what they have 
read, including through formal presentations and debates, 
maintaining a focus on the topic and using notes where 
necessary  

 Provide reasoned justifications for their views 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



At Brookside, we believe that great books build imagination 
and equip pupils with a range of language. During their 
journey at Brookside, children will have exposure to the 
books below. By sharing books taken from Pie Corbett’s 
reading spine, it allows children to create a living library in 
their minds.  

 

Class 
Year A Reading Spine 
Books 

Year B Reading Spine 
Books 

Hoot Owls 

 Goodnight Moon by Margaret Wise Brown 

 Owl Babies by Martin Waddell 

 Handa’s Surprise by Eileen Browne 

 The Gruffalo by Julia Donaldson 

 Mr Grumpy’s Outing by John Burningham 

 Six Dinner Sid by Inga Moore 

 Mrs Armitage on Wheels by Quentin Blake 

 Shhhhh! By Sally Grindley and Peter Utton 

 Whatever Next by Jill Murphy 

 Farmer Duck by Martin Waddell  

Snowy Owls 

 The Elephant and the Bad Baby by 
Elfrida Vipont 

 Dogger by Shirley Hughes 

 Knuffle Bunny by Mo Willems 

 The Tiger who Came to Tea by 
Judith Kerr 

 Can’t you sleep, Little bear? By 
Martin Waddell 

 Cops and Robbers by Allan Ahlberg 
and Janet Ahlberg 

 Avocado Babyby by John 
Burningham 

 Where the Wild Things Are by 
Maurice Sendak 

 Peace at Last by Jill Murphy  

 Lost and Found by Oliver Jeffers 

 Elmer by David McKee 

Tawny Owls 

 Not Now, Bernard by David McKee 

 Frog and Toad Together by Arnold 
Lobel 

 Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman 

 The Giraffe and the Pelly and Me by 
Roald Dahl 

 Traction Man is Here by Mini Grey 

 Willa and Old Miss Annie by Berlie 
Doherty 

 Flat Stanley – The Original Classic 
Adventure by Jeff Brown 

 The Owl Who Was Afraid of the 
Dark by Jill Tomlinson 

 The Sheep Pig by Dick king Smith 

 Gorilla by Anthony Browne 

 Who’s Afraid of the Big Bad Book? 
By Lauren Child 

 Pumpkin Soup by Helen Cooper 

 The Flower by John Light 

 Dr Xargle’s Book of Earthlets by 
Jeanne Willis 

 Tuesday by David Wiesner 

 Meerkat Mail by Emily Gravett 

 Fantastic Mr Fox by Roald Dahl 

 The Hodgeheg by Dick King Smith 

 Cat Tales: Ice Cat by Linda 
Newbery 

 The Iron Man by Ted Hughes 

Barn Owls 

 The Firework-Maker’s Daughterby 
Philip Pulman  

 Voices in the Park by Anthony 
Browne 

 Why the Whales Came by Michael 
Morpurgo 

 The Abominables by Eva Ibbotson 

 The Chronicles of Narnia by C. S. 
Lewis 

 Hansel and Gretel by Anthony 
Browne 

 Bill’s New Frock by Anne Fine 

 The Battle of Bubble and Squeak by 
Philippa Pearce 

Eagle Owls 
 Varjak Paw by SF Said 

 The Snow-Walker’s Son by 
Catherine Fisher 

 The Wolves of Willoughby Chase by 
Joan Aiken 

 Charlotte’s Web by E. B White 



 Tom’s Midnight Garden by Philippa 
Pearce 

Bay Owls 

 Holes by Louis Sachar 

 Wolf Brother by Michelle Paver 

 Clockwork or All Wound Up by Philip 
Pullman 

 Fireweed by Jill Paton Walsh 

 The Hobbit by J. R. R. Tolkien 

 Street Child by Berlie Doherty 

 The Girl Who Stole an Elephant by 
Nizrana Farook 

 Skellig by David Almond 

 River Boy by Tim Bowler 

 The Arrival by Shaun Tan 

 

At Brookside, all children are benchmarked regularly to ensure 

that they are reading a suitable book to reflect their ability. The 

benchmark assessment is an accurate assessment tool, which 

identifies each child’s reading level. The assessment assesses 

their reading fluency, retelling abilities and comprehension 

within and beyond a text. Our aim is that children read at an 

instructional level in order for them to make progress. 

During group and independent reading sessions, children will 

work through the following assessment focuses: 

 

 



Phonics 
 

We use the systematic Bug Club Phonics program for our 
phonics teaching. Bug Club Phonics is a comprehensive 
phonics-teaching programme centred around an accessible 
and inclusive teaching approach.  
 
Children have a daily phonics lesson as well as access to 
‘Phonics Bug’ games online. Children are taught to 
recognise sounds, read decodable, tricky and high 
frequency words. 
 
With regular practise children are taught to apply their 
phonics skills and improve fluency through guided reading 
sessions. 
 
Children’s progress in phonics is closely tracked and 
children are regularly assessed to enable them to further 
develop.  
 
EYFS/ KS1 Home Reading Books 
 
Children take a phonics based book home, which is closely 
matched to the phonic sound being taught in school. When 
children are ready, they take home two reading books – a 
phonic based book and a Reading Recovery book, which is 
designed to develop fluency and a love of reading.  
 
Children take these books home and parents are 
encouraged to support their children in reading these. 
 
KS2 Home Reading Books 
From Year 2 onwards, children each take a Reading 
Recovery reading book home. Children change/ choose 
their own book from our reading baskets, as we believe that 
reading should be fun. By allowing children to choose their 



own reading book, we hope to further develop a positive 
attitude towards reading and a life-long interest in books.  
Similarly to EYFS and Year 1, children are regularly 
assessed using our benchmark assessment, which 
assesses their reading fluency, retelling abilities and 
comprehension within and beyond a text.  
 
 
Guided Reading 
 
Children take part in VIPERS reading sessions. Vipers is 
an acronym to aid the recall of the 6 reading domains as 
part of the reading curriculum.  They are the key areas 
which we feel children need to know and understand in 
order to improve their comprehension of texts. 
 
VIPERS stands for 
Vocabulary 
Inference 
Prediction 
Explanation 
Retrieval 
Sequence or Summarise 
 
These lessons consist of a model question and practise 
questions for children to complete. Other written tasks may 
be used to further their understanding of the text.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Love of Reading 
 
Pie Corbett’s reading spine is shared with pupil’s during 
their time at Brookside. The reading spine is a list of 
essential reads for primary pupil’s which have been 
specially selected to create a living library inside a child’s 
mind. Teacher’s in each class read these stories aloud daily 
to their pupil’s to foster a love of reading. 
 
World Book Day is celebrated every year in a variety of 
ways such as dressing up, book swaps and fun reading day 
activities.  
 
We celebrate reading through our yearly book award event. 
We believe that this event is a great way to engage children 
in reading some fantastic books, which also offers children 
access to some of the best new fiction. 
 
Author visits enhance the work we do in school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


