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Brookside’s

‘Unique’
Hoot Owl
EYFS Curriculum




Introduction

Our unique 'Hoot Owl Curriculum’ has been developed to
reflect our stunning environment, the seasons of the year and
the nature around our school. It aims to teach the children
how their environment compares to other ‘places, cultures and
nature’ in other parts of the world. It is therefore 'unique’ to
Brookside Primary School.

Our curriculum is planned thoroughly and content often
chosen specifically as we want to endeavour that all children
leaving the Hoot Owls are ready to start our KS1
Curriculum. Many lessons taught have resources and
activities planned for use in our enhanced provision. Teaching
is offten introduced using good quality storybooks or age
appropriate non - fiction texts. Using books in this way
teaches children that books and reading form the basis of all
learning.

Our ambitious Hoot Owl curriculum aims to teach all children
the skills and knowledge in order that they aim to reach all 17
Early Learning Goals described within the Early Years
Foundation Stage Framework. We teach through a range of
teaching methods including child-initiated learning, whole
class teaching, group teaching, the Kagan approach of co-
operation, and independent tasks. Many activities as possible
are play-based; however, there is also a need for direct
teacher-led activities to ensure children gain essential
knowledge and skills from their teacher. All activities are
expertly modelled, and children are given sufficient time,
support, and resources to repeat and practise them.



The way the teaching is planned, evolves through the whole
Reception year. In the first half of the Autumn term, the
children are observed carefully and given plenty of
opportunity to show their skills and development through
games and self-initiated play, then as the year progresses
there is more teacher-led input especially in the mornings
which focus more heavily on the teaching of literacy and
maths. Lessons planned are not just aimed at children
achieving the Early Learning Goals- they are planned through
studying the Educational Programmes written in the EYFS
Framework to create our own unique curriculum, and aims to
be challenging, aspirational and have rich expectations.

Our 'Rainbow’ Curriculum

Woven within our Hoot Owl curriculum, we have our ‘Rainbow’
curriculum. This is the individualised provision provided in
Hoot Owls fo ensure that every child fulfils their full
potential. It includes gross motor skills, fine motor skills,
social skills, speech and language, phonics support,
acceleration, scissor skills etc. Parents are made aware of any
intervention needed to support their child through parent
consultations or verbal feedback.



Enrichment

In Hoot Owls we strive to give the children a variety of
learning experiences throughout the year including baking,
woodwork, gardening, Mystery Guests, Forest School/Friday
Fox Club (buddy an older class) etc. We see children develop
in different ways and they are challenged both mentally and
physically.

Areas of Learning in Hoot Owls

Personal Social and Emotional Development

We strive to enable children to be safe, happy, confident
individuals. We also encourage self-regulation as much as
possible and introduce rules and boundaries through modelling
good behaviour, reflection, and relaxation time. We teach the
children to understand their thoughts and feelings through
our Restorative Stars programme which we invented here in
Brookside's Reception class, and which has been shared with
other schools in Stockport. Restorative Stars has been
developed through the use circle times, and class discussions
and teaches children how to resolve disagreements and find
solutions by talking and empathising with others.

We also use a Colour Monster morning activity to help children
display their emotions as they arrive for class each day. If a
child chooses a blue/black colour they are given 1:1 time to
talk to an adult about their feelings that day.



Physical Development

Our stunning outdoor environment and expansive grounds
enables us to make the most of the outdoors and we
encourage children to play outside as much as possible. Our
intention is that children learn how to take measured risks
during their continuous provision and Forest School activities.
We encourage children to learn about nature and look
after their environment through weekly sessions. There is a
well-established and comprehensive PE curriculum led by
specialist sports coaches. Children are taught about the
importance of regular exercise and healthy eating and are
encouraged to join in with whole-school sports initiatives.
They are also taught about oral health. The children have
regular dough disco or squiggle write to strengthen their
finger and hand muscles for writing, and we have regular
movement breaks as well as sensory circuits to help regulate
the children.

Communication and Lanquage

Children are encouraged to listen and communicate
appropriately. We enhance the classroom and where
appropriate the outdoor area, to reflect the topic learnt. Each
topic encompasses enhancements to the learning environment
that may include role-play areas or small-world play to
encourage the children to act out scenarios and discuss
concepts being learnt. This helps children acquire and use new
vocabulary. Children are encouraged to ask questions and
contribute to whole-class and group discussion whenever
possible. Children who struggle to communicate are targeted
in the provision and learning interventions are used when



children lack confidence or do not have the age-appropriate
skills. The children take part in a Magnificent Me and then
Fantastic Family presentations once a year which helps them
to develop skills for speaking in front of an audience. They
also take part in a Christmas extravaganza and an end of year
Show, where the children are encouraged to speak
individually, sing and perform.

Those children who require more support in Speech and
Language take part in a Speech Link or Language Link
programme to help them develop skills through group work.

Reading

We aim to teach children to read and develop a love of books
as soon as they arrive at Brookside Primary School. Books are
used to teach and to enhance our whole curriculum.

We follow a systematic approach to phonics teaching through
our 'All Aboard’ phonics scheme. Phonics lessons are taught
daily for twenty-five minutes. In addition to daily phonics,
children take part in guided reading each week linked to
previously taught phonics via an 'All Aboard’ book. Those
children in the bottom 20% of readers are listened to more
regularly. Those children who are not yet reading are given 1:1
support fto blend and use their phonics knowledge. Children
who need extra help with phonics are given targeted All
Aboard intervention. The children who are ready fo read are
allocated regular reading books to take home, based on the
‘All Aboard' phonics phase being taught, as well as assessed
via benchmarking to go on the correct main scheme book for
their level. Books are changed daily if appropriate. Children



are given the opportunity to use the All Aboard App at home
to consolidate their learning in class.

Children are encouraged weekly to take home age-appropriate
fiction/non-fiction library book from the class, and books
within the library are changed each half-term to reflect the
different seasons, topics taught and children's own interests.
Teachers read stories to children from high quality age-
appropriate texts at every available opportunity (Pie Corbett
Reading Spine). Books are also used to enhance the learning
environment and reading area. There is a daily book vote
where children choose the book they would like to be read at
the end of the day.

At Brookside every class has a selection of high-quality text
which should be read by the teacher to the children.

Hoot Owl Reading Spine

Goodnight Moon

Owl Babies

The Gruffalo

Mr Grumpy's Outing

Six Dinner Sid

Mrs Armitage on Wheels

Shhhh!



Whatever Next
Farmer Duck
Rosie's Walk

On the Way Home

Writing

We introduce writing straight away, using a Message Centre,
and we also teach handwriting as part of the 'All Aboard'
phonics curriculum. Each child has a handwriting book, and
they are taught through the All Aboard pre-cursive style. The
children also have a name writing book for regular practise.
Guided writing activities are taught as a class and in groups.
Story writing is introduced and developed through Tales
Toolkit which scaffolds early writing by focusing on
characters, settings, problems and solutions. Other writing
activities are often based on current teaching eg panda
information during Chinese New Year. An adaptive teaching
approach is always used with resources and supportive
materials being made available to the children to encourage
independence. Children are given lots of opportunity to write
in the provision, in the role-play area, writing area, topic area,
maths area, creative area, funky fingers and outdoors. A
sensory approach is used for some children too. The children
are provided with a range of pencils, pens, chalks, and other
media to encourage them to write as much as possible. We
hope fo inspire children to write independently after they
have been introduced to writing skills in their guided writing
sessions.



Mathematics

Children are taught maths via whole-class sessions, and these
are followed up by differentiated group work. We also often
use maths enhancement activities in the different areas in
the classroom, including the outdoors. We follow the White
Rose maths programme as well as a Kagan approach to learning.
Children who need extra help with mathematics are targeted
individually, or in groups in the provision. All children are
actively encouraged tfo problem solve and think for
themselves. Children are encouraged to use Mathletics at
home to consolidate their class learning.

Understanding the World

We strive to give children knowledge about the world around
themin High Lane, and the rest of the world. Science is taught
mainly through our planned curriculum, but spontaneous
opportunities are also taken eg rainbows in the sky, snow etc.
At Brookside we are extremely fortunate to have a nature
meadow. Staff are very knowledgeable about the local wildlife
and plant species, and endeavour to pass this knowledge on to
children at every opportunity. We have a member of staff
qualified to run Forest School. The children benefit from a
half- day session each week covering a variety of practical
activities as well as learning to work as a team. The children
are involved in both teacher-led and child-led learning. There
is a huge range of opportunities including nest building,
birdwatching, mud sledging etc. We also have an occasional
Friday Fox Club which usually takes place after each half
term. This is a joint Forest School session with an older class.
This encourages the children to form friendships higher up
the school and gain ideas from older children. This is a



particularly popular part of our curriculum. The children are
taught about Oral health, and we have a visiting dentist to talk
about the importance of healthy eating and how to look after
our teeth.

History is taught through teaching of knowledge and skills -
Living Memory Who Am I? Beyond Living Memory - What was
different Long Ago?, Living Memory - What do we know about
the Royal Family?. Geography is taught by learning about Local
Knowledge, Place Knowledge, Human and Physical Geography
and Geographical Skills and Fieldwork. We teach RE
throughout the year, as well as through celebrations such as
the Diwali story, the Christmas story, the Easter Story as
well as the Chinese New Year so that children are introduced
to different belief systems and cultures. We visit our local
church St Thomas's and discuss the features inside/outside
the building. We encourage parents from other cultures to
visit our class, if possible, as Mystery Guests, to teach us
about their beliefs.

%FOREST
Expressive Arts and Design SCHOOL

There is a rich tradition at Brookside of quality music and
drama. The children are given the opportunity fo watch the
brass band to see instruments and hear the sounds they make.
We also want children to sing songs, make music, dance, and
perform. We have regular music lessons, and the children take
part in a production in the summer term. We also develop our
skills in acting by acting out our stories during some Tales
Toolkit sessions. Children are given time to play imaginative
games in provision and make up stories, songs, and dances,




using the props/instruments available fo them. We have a
visiting pantomime each year for the children to experience.
There are plenty of musical opportunities during the year
when the children are encouraged to write their own music
using symbols, play a variety of tuned and untuned
instruments, appreciate music from different cultures efc.
Through our Mystery Guest visits we sometimes can see
different instruments being played eg harp, trumpet. We also
have visiting musicians such as the BBC Philharmonic
Orchestra who did a workshop with us.

In Art, the children are taught how to safely use and explore
a variety of materials, tools and techniques,
experimenting with colour, design, fexture, form and
function. We want the children to become confident and
independent artists who are not afraid to express themselves
as an individual. Teaching is organised into Units - Drawing,
Painting and Mixed Media, Sculpture and 3D and Arts and
Crafts. Child-initiated art activities are encouraged during
continuous provision as well as art and crafts being led by the
staff. Our creative area is always open and fully stocked with
a wide variety of paper, card, media, collage, stencils, tape etc
We offer different sized paint brushes for them to try, and
colour mixing trays for them to create their own colours. We
endeavour that children leave Hoot Owls with good art skills,
as well as encouraging them fo use their own ideas and
techniques in their art and design work. We strive to make
them ready for the art teaching starting in KS1 by them
experiencing a progressive range of techniques through
painting, printing, collage, clay, observational drawing, and 3D
sculpture. Through our Mystery Guests we have had artists



visiting our class, demonstrating their skills, and encouraging
awe and wonder about art.

In Design and Technology, we teach the children how to join
materials together by split pins, glue, tape, sewing,
string/ribbon etc. We encourage them to think about creating
a design for a purpose eg our 'Design a Boat to Float' activity
in which the children use junk modelling to create a boat that
will carry 4 bears for 1 minute (we use a timer!). We encourage
children to be confident to try new ideas for themselves and
be able o make suggestions about how to improve their ideas
using appropriate vocabulary. We learn to give positive
feedback to others too.
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Our curriculum has been designed specifically for our unique
school, thinking about what is important to us as a community.
It is always evolving and will be updated as and when
necessary.

More details can be found in the Hoot Owl Long Term Plan,
Curriculum Booklets and What do the Wider Curriculum
Subjects look like in Hoot Owls? These documents provide a
more in depth look at specific skills and knowledge taught.



